THE STORY OF AMELIA

"found the magistrate just sitting down to Ms dinner;
however, when he was acquainted with the Doctor's pro-
fession, he immediately admitted him, and heard Ms busi-
ness. Which he no sooner perfectly understood, with all its
circumstances, than he resolved, tho' it was then very late,
and he had been fatigued all the morning with public busi-
ness, to postpone all refreshment 'till he had discharged Ms
duty. He accordingly adjourned the prisoner and his cause
to the bailiff's house, whither he himself with the Doctor
immediately repaired, and whither the attorney was fol-
lowed by a much larger number of attendants than he had
been honoured with before." After hearing the case, the
justice committed the forger to Newgate, congratulated
Booth on his good luck, and as it was now past six o'clock
and none of the gentlemen had dined, he invited them all to
go home with him. They had hardly taken their seats at
table with the justice and his wife before Amelia, who had
just heard of her husband's release and where he was, came
running into the room to join them. The magistrate, being
in extraordinary good humour that evening, opened Ms
heart and cellars and kept the company in merriment till
the clock struck eleven. When the guests had departed, the
justice and his wife agreed that they had never seen so
charming a creature as Amelia.

"Amelia," said Sir Walter Scott, "may be termed a con-
tinuation of 'Tom Jones.' " He did not mean that old
characters reappear as they do in the second part of
Eichardson's "Pamela," but that there are marked family
resemblances between the old and the new. Booth is clearly
a maturer Tom Jones who has not yet learned the art of
life. The temper of each is the same. For all their good
qualities, the one as well as the other has weaknesses and
must be sobered by a few days in jail. Amelia is likewise
a maturer Sophia Western, whose vivacity and strength of
will seven years of marriage to an improvident army officer
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